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BYO Dinner with Don Whittemore:  5:00 p.m.          
 Zen Zero. 811 Massachusetts downtown    
         Please let Joyce Wolf know if you will dine: 
          jarbwolf39@gmail.com or 785-887-6019. 
 

Program:  7:00 pm. Trinity Lutheran Church 
          Fellowship Hall.  1245 New Hampshire.  

       Monday, November 26, 2018  

  

Kansas Groundwater Resources:  

  The High Plains - Ogallala & Other Aquifers  
 
       How many aquifers are there in Kansas? Is the 
water drinkable? How much is there? How do they 
function?   Such questions grow in importance 
every day.  The 11/26 JAS talk by Don Whitte-
more will focus on our groundwater resources, 
covering both quantity and quality issues.  The 
best known aquifer is the High Plains, encompass-
ing both the Ogallala region in western Kansas, 
and the south-central Quaternary region.  Lesser 
known are the Dakota aquifer in central and 
southwest Kansas, the Ozark aquifer in the  
southeast, and the Glacial-drift and Kansas River 
alluvial aquifers in northeast KS.  
 

      Quantity issues in the Ogallala region include 
long-term water-level declines caused by irriga-
tion pumping, and how much to reduce pumping 
to sustain groundwater levels.  Water-level      
declines in south-central Kansas are not nearly   
as great as in the Ogallala region, but do impact 
water supply and cause decreases in stream flow 
in some areasðhuge issues for people & wildlife.  
 

       Water-quality issues include the infiltration of 
saline (and high uranium concentration) water 
from the Arkansas River into the Ogallala aquifer 
and nitrate contamination of aquifers across the 
state. Information on Kansas aquifers can be 
found on the Kansas Geological Survey web pages 
for water: http://www.kgs.ku.edu/Hydro/
hydroIndex.html or the new publication "Status of 
the High Plains Aquifer in Kansas" at http://
www.kgs.ku.edu/Publications/Bulletins/TS22/
index.html.   
 

       Don Whittemore is a Senior Scientist Emeri-
tus in the Geohydrology Section in the Kansas  
Geological Survey at the University of Kansas. He 
received a Ph.D. in Geochemistry from Penn State 
University in 1973. His research and service are 
focused on the hydrogeology and hydrogeochem-
istry of water resources in Kansas, especially the 
High Plains - Ogallala aquifer, stream-aquifer   
systems, and saline waters.    
                            ~ Joyce Wolf,  Program Chair 

 2018-19 Seed Sale Calendar 
 

 This yearõs seed sales will be at Trinity Lutheran 

Fellowship Hall again.  The church is very kindly 

hosting us while the Senior Center is remodeling.      

Sale dates are: 

 

   November 3, 2018    10:00 am  ~ 1:00 pm 

 

   December 8, 2018     10:00 am  ~ 1:00 pm 

 

   February 2, 2019       10:00 am  ~ 1:00 pm  
 

Order forms with sale specifics are in the newsletter or 

on the JAS website: www.jayhawkaudubon.org  
   

     Questions?  Contact Linda Lips, Seed Sale Chair, at 

      ditchlily@sprynet.com or text to 785 -766-3567.   

       Early Winter Bird Seed,  

         Feeder & Book Sale 
  

   Saturday, December 8
th
 ~ 10am to 1pm 

        Pre-order deadline is December 4th 

 

     Trinity Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 

             1245 New Hampshire Street 

      

        Juncos are back in the yard!  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches are back at feeders.   White-throated 
and Harrisôs Sparrows are fossicking in the leaves 
for seeds and insects.  Time to fill feeders for our 
winter birds, andðsuper importantðsupport JAS.         

   Ordering is so easy, it makes pie look impossi-
bly hard.  The form is on pages 5 & 6 & the JAS 
website.  Fill it out and send by 12/4 to Seed Sale 
Chair Linda Lips or text or email her your choices.  
Then, on the 8th, pick up your seed.  But if you 
forget to order weôll have some extra seed, so 
come shop the sale no matter what.     
      

   At the sale get expert feeding advice and pick 
out a new feeder.  Gift idea?  Weôll have field 
guides and books about birds & plants that will be 
treasured.  Plus there will be childrenôs books for 
that special kiddo you want to inspire to become a 
nature lover/birder/defender of the wild. 
 
 

See you on the 8th!   
 

Sale proceeds go 
To fund education  
& conservation 

projects of JAS. 

http://www.jayhawkaudubon.org
https://mail.midco.net/#
http://www.kgs.ku.edu/Hydro/hydroIndex.html
http://www.kgs.ku.edu/Hydro/hydroIndex.html
http://www.kgs.ku.edu/Publications/Bulletins/TS22/index.html
http://www.kgs.ku.edu/Publications/Bulletins/TS22/index.html
http://www.kgs.ku.edu/Publications/Bulletins/TS22/index.html
http://www.jayhawkaudubon.org
mailto:ditchlily@sprynet.com
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Programs  of the Jayhawk Audubon Society are free.  
                            

                                                                                                    All are welcome!             

                                          JAS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization          

           JAS Officers & Board Members 

 

President: James Bresnahan.  785-766-9625  
     jbresnahan@ku.edu 
Vice President:  Vanessa Carlos 
Recording Secretary:  Susan MacNally 
Corresponding Secretary:  Pam Chaffee 
Treasurer:    Jennifer Delisle 
Board Member: Roger Boyd 
Board Member: Lynn Byczynski 
Board Member: Jennifer Dropkin 
Board Member: Phyllis Fantini 
Board Member: Dena Friesen 
Board Member: McKay Stangler 
Membership Chair:  Wayne Kennedy 
Newsletter:      Susan Iversen:  785-843-1142 
             siversen@sunflower.com 
Conservation:   Lynn Byczynski 
Programs:   Joyce Wolf  
Education:   Sandy Sanders  
Field Trips:   VACANT 
Publicity:   Pam Chaffee 
Facebook Page: Jennifer Dropkin, Administrator 
                       jendropkin@hotmail.com 
Webmaster:     Lynn Byczynski 
Bird Seed Sales: Linda Lips  
Birdathon:     Richard Bean  
Christmas Count: Galen Pittman  
Eagles Day:   Bunnie Watkins  
Migratory Bird Count:  Vanessa Carlos 
Hospitality:   Kelly Barth  
Historian:   Ron Wolf  
Books & Feeders:  Ron & Joyce Wolf 
Audubon of Kansas 
   Chapter Representative: Ron Wolf 

   Eagles Day Committee planning  
    the Kaw Valleyôs 23rd annual  
   celebration of our national bird. 
 

     This year brings a significant change to Eagles 
Day.  Both Free State and Lawrence Highs have 
construction projects underway, but USD 497, a 
cosponsor of the event for the last several years, 
has offered Billy Mills Middle School, 2734 Louisi-
ana, to host the event.  There is less room for   
exhibits, but it will be adequate, and the school  
is well located for eagle viewing field trips.   
Depending on the dayôs weather, there is even the 
possibility of having a ñWalk to the Wetlands Bird-
ing Tourò leading hardier souls over to Baker Wet-
lands to search out wildlife.   
 

      The Eagles Day committee gladly welcomes 
new members and ideas.  Why not try attending a 
meeting to learn how you could contribute to JASôs 
gift to our Community?    

   Next Eagles Day Meeting:    
          

                   Monday, November 19th, 2019.   6:00 pm 
     

   Clinton Lake Corps of Engineers Visitorôs Center   
 

Questions?  Contact: 
Samantha Jones, Natural Resource Manager 
                          Clinton & Hillsdale Lakes 
                      U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
samantha.jones@usace.army.mil or 816-389-3583  

 JAS Field Trip Chair Gone Birding 
 

     JASôs field trip chair Matt Longabaugh, given 
an opportunity many of us probably dream of, 
has taken a new job as an international birding 
guide!  Congratulations and happy trails, Matt! 
 

     Sadly for JAS, however, we are now without 
a field trip chair.  Would you, or anyone you 
know, enjoy leading or coordinating field trips?  
If so, please contact JAS President Jim Bresna-
han at the phone number or email address given 
below.  Please note, the field trip chair does not 
have to lead every, or even any, trip.  You can 
be a planner and recruiter of other birders to 
lead trips or coordinate with Burroughs or  
Topeka Audubon on joint trips.  The work of the 
field trip chair is key to a vibrant chapter! 

Male Northern Harrier, 
A species usually seen 
on the CBC.   
 

Cornell Lab All About 
Birds website.   

Make this the year 
You come look for 
  me on a CBC! 
    Iôll be out there 
       coursing low 
          over the      
    fields. 

mailto:jbresnahan@ku.edu
mailto:siversen@sunflower.com
mailto:jendroplin@hotmail.com
mailto:samantha.jones@usace.army.mil
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  The 2018 LAWRENCE CBC:  Saturday, December 15th 
  
Background:  2018 will mark the 75th Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count held in Lawrence! The National Audubon Society (NAS) has 
permanently set the dates for the CBC as 14 December ï 5 January.  
Counts are held all over the world!  Last yearôs species total of 103 
was a really great effort. It was the fourth year in a row and the 
seventh of the last eight years with a total of 100 or more.   
With your help we can make that happen again this year!  
 

How a CBC works:   Count participants are organized into parties, 
each with its own leader and pre-assigned part of the 15-mile diam-
eter count circle. The Lawrence count circle covers most of Clinton 
Lake, all of Lawrence including Baker Wetlands, the Fitch Natural 
History Reservation, the towns of Perry and Lecompton, and the 
Kansas River valley from just west of Lecompton to just east of Law-
rence.   To be assigned to a party birders must contact compiler Ga-
len Pittman well before Count Dayð before  December 1 is best.   
See below for contact information.                                                                                                                
 

Who can join in?  All birders, from experts to total beginners, are 
welcome.  In fact, the CBC is one of the best ways to improve your 
birding skills.  Contact Galen BEFORE the count so that he can put 
you into a party, and so that the count circle gets the best possible 
coverage.  In addition to "in the field participants", feeder watchers 
are also needed.  If you have a bird feeder (within the count 
circle) that you can watch for some part of the day on December 
15th, then you can participate and have your birds included in the 
grand total.  Feeder watchers should also contact the compiler 
sometime before count day.  

 

Results:  At the end of the day all participants are invited to enjoy a 
chili supper and tally of the day's results.  This yearôs compilation 
dinner will be held at the Baker Wetlands Discovery Center, 1365 N, 
1250 Rd. (http://www.bakeru.edu/wetlands).  The Lawrence CBC is 
an official NAS CBC so results are reported to NAS and included in 
the national CBC database.                                      
 

Benefit to you:  If you are a newer birder, you will be paired with 
experienced birders.  You will have a great day of comradery, birds 
and learning.  A day in the field doing a CBC is always highly antici-
pated and has become a holiday season tradition for many local 
birders. If you know a birder that has been on the count in the past, 
s/he is a good resource to learn what the Lawrence CBC is all about.  

   ~  Galen L. Pittman, Lawrence CBC compiler 
                   

                                           Contact Galen by early December by texting him at  
                 (785)760-3572 or via e-mail: galenpitt@gmail.com.                                     

                                  Area Christmas Bird Counts  
 

Lawrence CBC:    Saturday, December 15.  To participate contact compiler Galen Pittman           
          ahead of time: text (785)760-3572 or via e-mail: galenpitt@gmail.com.   
 

Beautiful Perry Lake CBC:  Sunday, December 16.  To participate contact compiler Bunnie Watkins                          
          by December 1st: ranger_rabbit@sbcglobal.net or (785)393-0984. 
 

Baldwin CBC:       Monday, December 17.  To participate contact compiler Roger Boyd ahead of  
                    time: 785-424-0595 or by email at  rboyd@bakeru.edu.                                                                                 
 

Linn County CBC:  Friday, December 21.  To participate contact compiler Roger Boyd ahead of  
                    time:  785-424-0595 or rboyd@bakeru.edu.   The group will meet at the gas         
           station to the east & south of the US 69 and Hwy 152 intersection at about                         
          7:15 am on the 21st to divide up the count circle.  
 

 

A list of all Kansas CBCôs, including several other local counts, is on  
the Kansas Ornithological Society website:  http://ksbirds.org/

   Some birds you have a good   
   chance of seeing on a CBC.  
Top: Red-shouldered Hawks.  
   By John James Audubon.   
 

See them in color on the website 

Golden -crowned Kinglet.   

Golden-crowned  
    Kinglet.  By 
 Mary Sonis. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler.  By Jim 
Bresnahan.    

http://www.bakeru.edu/wetlands
mailto:galenpitt@gmail.com
mailto:galenpitt@gmail.com
https://mail.midco.net/#
mailto:rboyd@bakeru.edu
mailto:rboyd@bakeru.edu
http://ksbirds.org/kos/2018CBC.htm
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 Project FeederWatch Starts 11/10 
 
      Project FeederWatch turns your love of feed-
ing birds into scientific discoveries. FeederWatch 
is a winter-long survey of birds that visit feeders 
in North America. You count the birds at your 
feeders and send the counts to Project Feed-
erWatch. Your counts help you track happenings 
in your own backyard and help scientists track 
long-term trends in bird distribution and abun-
dance. To join Project FeederWatch visit: 
https://feederwatch.org/ 
 

        People of all skill levels do FeederWatch,  
You can count birds as often as every week, or 
as infrequently as you like: the schedule is com-
pletely flexible. All you need is a bird feeder, 
bird bath, or plantings that attract birds. 
 

    New FeederWatchers are sent a research 
kit, instructions, a bird identification poster, 
calendar, and more. You provide the seed 
and feeder(s). Another perk is access to the 
digital version of Living Bird, the Cornell 
Labôs award-winning magazine.   
 

     The annual FeederWatch participation 
fee is $18 ($15 for Cornell Lab members). 
The fee covers materials, staff support, web 
design, data analysis, and the year-end   
report. Without your support, this project 
would not be possible. 
  ~ From the Project FeederWatch website 

     Purple Finch Hotspot Shared! 
       

      Purple Finches can be tough to find, but Jeff 
Hansen of Topeka Audubon reported seeing them 
in a forgotten place in late October:  ñYesterday I 
was walking the road at the old Menninger prop-
erty in Topeka. I'd forgotten how many pine trees 
are there.  Today I went back to the trees to look 
at the cones and the cones are open and you can 
see the seeds. I really think that's what the purple 
finches were after. Today a Cooper's Hawk scared 
a bunch of birds out of these trees. This campus 
has such great habitat: lots of open country, lots 
of weedy habitat, lots of dead trees.  I had a 
Mockingbird today and I rarely see those in Tope-
ka proper.  To access the property park at the 
KDWPT office on North Wanamaker and walk in. 
You cannot drive into the property. I also saw 
pine siskins near the wildlife and parks office.ò   
  From KSBIRDS listerv.  To subscribe:   
                                           https://listserv.ksu.edu/ksbird-l.html  

 Female Purple Finch 
�Æ  White eyebrow & 
lores.  Slight crest. 
Notched tail. 

�» Compare to male 
(left) & female House 
Finches.  Note more 
streaking overall.  Fe-
male has plainer head.  

�ÉMale Purple Finch.  
Note overall wash  
   of color -often  
      described as 
 dipped in  
            raspberry 
              juice.    .    

    November is busy, but maybe you can  
         break for one of these events. 
 

11/6:  VOTE!!! 
 

11/7:  Climate Change & the Tallgrass Prairie.   
          7pm.  Lawrence Public Library.  GHF. 
          grasslandheritage@gmail.com to rsvp and ? 
    
 

11/9: Discovery Day: North & South Poles.  KU 
         Natural Hist. Museum.  10 amð12 pm.   
         https://biodiversity.ku.edu/ 
 
 

11/10: KU Field Station Frolic.  9:30 am. Fun Run 
          Fundraiser at the field station.  $26.95. 
          Contact:  sheenap@ku.edu  
 

11/11: Hidden Valley Work Day.  1-4 pm.  Cocoa, 
           Sômores, friendship. To RSVP and learn  
           More:  durandi@sunflower.com  
 

11/13: KUNHM Collections up Close: Ornithology.  
          See stored specimens. 11:30am-1 pm.  
           �hNOTE: Takes place at the Kansas Union. 
 

11/14: Public meeting on the SLT Environmental 
          Impact Statement.  5-7pm.  Southwest  
          Middle School. info@slt-ks.org 
 

12/2:  Discovery Day: Wildlife Conservation. 
          1-3pm.  KUNHM.   
AND Keep an eye on the Baker Wetlands FB page: 
https://www.facebook.com/BakerWetlands/  for  
events at the Discovery Center and outside! 

                            Birding Field Trips  
 

11/17: Smoky Hills Audubon Sanctuary & James-  
          Town Reservoir.  For details see: http://
www.topekaaudubonsociety.org/calendar 
 

11/17: Miami & Linn Counties.  For details see: 
 http://burroughs.org/its-free/field-trips-
 programs/   Burroughs Audubon. 
 

11/24: Loess Bluffs NWR.  JAS joint trip with 
          University Womenôs Club Birding Group.   
 Details on the listserv and FB later.   
          Or contact Jim Bresnahan: 785-766-9625  
          or jbresnahan@ku.edu 
 

12/1:  Johnson County. See TAS website above. 
 

12/8:  Bird Lyon, Coffey & Osage Counties  See 
          Burroughs Audubon website above.   


