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BYO Dinner with Jim & Jan Bresnahan:   5:00 p.m. 
                    Encore.  1007 Massachusetts, Lawrence. 
                    Please let Joyce Wolf know if you will dine: 
                      jarbwolf39@gmail.com  or 785-887-6019 
 

Program:  7:30 pm. Trinity Lutheran Fellowship  
                   Hall.  1245 New Hampshire. Refreshments. 

      Monday, November 27th 

          The Ozarks:  
Forests, Fens, Rivers & Glades 
The Ozark Plateau is a landscape of rugged forested hills, 
deep valleys, clear, spring-fed, gravel bottomed rivers  
with numerous large caves and other unique karst features.     
It is the most extensive mountainous region between the 
Appalachians and the Rocky Mountains.  Its fifty thousand 
square miles contain large expanses of wilderness includ-
ing almost three million acres of national forests, four    
national scenic rivers and preserved watersheds, as well as 
many state parks and privately-owned wilderness areas.    
It is much more than the Lake of the Ozarks.  November 
presenter Jim Bresnahan, JAS Vice President, will talk 
about this amazing landscape he has explored for 57 years 
and then take us on the rivers and trails to enjoy the plant 
and animal life of its diverse ecosystems. 

 
 

Jim received a B.A. in Biology from Southern Illinois  
University, a D.V.M degree from the University of Illinois 
and a post-doctoral M.S. from the University of Missouri. 
In addition to three years of veterinary practice in his 
hometown of Granite City, Illinois, he was University  
Veterinarian and Director of Veterinary Services at Duke 
University for 5 years and University Veterinarian and  
Director of the Animal Care Unit at the University of    
Kansas for 25 years before his retirement in 2009. He was 
privileged to be the veterinarian for a rare prosimian      
primate center while at Duke and a wildlife rehabilitation 
program while at KU.  
                                               ~ Jim Bresnahan 

    Early Winter Sale   
  Seed ~Feeders ~Books 
            � Saturday, December 9th   � 

                                 10 am - 1 pm        
 

   
         Trinity Lutheran Fellowship Hall 

           1245 New Hampshire Street   
 

      Give a gift to brighten gloomy winter days. A bird 
feeder and seed to fill it will bring wild color, sound,  
and feathered surprises to the lucky recipient.   Add 
a field guide or other book to help identify and under
-stand the visitors or improve the habitat and you’ll 
have a AAA gift giver rating!     
     Pre-order some seed for yourself too.  Order form 
is on pages 5-6 and in the newsletter on our website.   
      Deadline for pre-orders is December 5th.    
 

        If you forget to or can’t pre-order, do come to the 
sale anyway. There is always plenty of seed; the  
only danger is that we may be sold out of the kind 
you like.  Plus we’ll have treats and birdsong to   
entertain you while you browse books & feeders.   
    Can you lend a hand at the seed sale?  Volunteers 
are always needed.  Email, text or call Linda Lips: 
ditchlily@sprynet.com or  785-766-3567. 

Loess Bluffs NWR Field Trip 
            Saturday, November 18th      
        Jayhawk Audubon is joining the University Women’s 
Club for a trip to Loess Bluffs National Wildlife Refuge 
to see the massing of snow geese on Saturday, Novem-
ber 18, weather conditions permitting.  Expert birder Jill 
Baringer will lead the trip.   Loess Bluffs is the new 
name of the former Squaw Creek NWR.  
             Meet at 7:30am to carpool from the 
       Outlet Mall parking lot—across the 
                   street from the I-70 East Lawrence 
                   entrance.   We will eat lunch out and  
                               be back in Lawrence by 4pm-ish.  
                                                       ~   Jill Baringer   
        Questions?  Contact Jill at 785-842-
        3025 or  baringer@sunflower.com  

Snow Geese, white & dark morphs. Environment Canada. 
Serene Ozarks vista showing Jim’s kayak and camping gear. 
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            Eagles Day Committee Meeting 
 

    The next meeting is Wednesday, November 8, 2017, 
    at 6:30 pm at the home of  Bunnie and Mike Watkins 
                   1003 E. 1200 Road, Lawrence 
 
Questions?    Contact Mike Watkins by email:  
                      baldeagle1a@sbcglobal.net 
 

The committee welcomes new volunteers and their fresh 
new ideas!   Join us on the 8th for productive fun and  
delicious snacks.   

  Break Out the Pen and Paper:     
    The KCC Needs to Hear From Us!! 
 Comment Period Extended on Toxic Brine 
Injection Wells Proposed for Douglas Cty.   
 
The Bad News:  saltwater injection wells are being pro-
posed for numerous counties in Kansas.  Associated with 
the hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”) technique of obtain-
ing fossil fuels, the wells are used to inject a saltwater 
mixture (complete with toxic chemicals) in order to     
extract oil or gas.  Storage of the waste brine fluid may 
also be an option for the wells.  Besides the multitude of    
environmental problems associated with these practices, 
it is also noteworthy that costs resulting from any damage 
caused by the wells will fall upon the Kansas property 
owner.  This includes any destruction linked to seismic 
activity. The earthquakes resulting from the placement of 
injection wells near fault lines in the past have amply 
demonstrated the wells' capability of causing costly    
damage.  The Worden Fault Line is close to both pro-
posed leases (Hadl and Thrasher) in Douglas County.  
Formed just two months ago in Florida, Midstates Energy 
Operating, LLC will not be responsible for any  damage 
caused by the drilling and subsequent use of injection 
wells.  This is unconscionable and needs to be addressed.   
 The good news: the public comment period has been   
extended for the wells proposed for Douglas County   
because of an error by Midstates Energy in the original 
public notice published in the Lawrence Journal-World.  
Midstates resubmitted a public notification to the LJW on 
10/23, hence allowing for comments and objections to be 
accepted by KCC for 30 days from that date: 11/22.  
BUT, at this time, comments must be sent by snail mail, 
so best to get your letter out and postmarked  in early  
November.   
 

Letters should include the specific legal description of the 
property in question.  Go to The Flint Hills Stewards FB 
page link below and copy the legal descriptions from their 
posted sample letters.  You’ll have to scroll back to early 
October to find the Douglas County ones.      
 Thoughts should be sent to:  
 Mr. Rene Stucky 
Kansas Corporation Commission 
Conservation Division 
266 N. Main St., Ste. 220 
Wichita, KS 67202-1513 
 
While JAS will work to keep people apprised of other 
saltwater injection well activities, The Flint Hills Stew-
ards Facebook page is an excellent source for updates and 
information regarding this important topic:  https://
www.facebook.com/flinthillsstewards/?hc_ref=ARReAb3l-
khejeaeZorZ7E3AkJ0oFPnYgJkj3eGiisuElsG0GF_Y-
oflPfZx4Z6DB3Q&fref=nf. 

                              ~ Julie Maxwell,  JAS Secretary  

Totally up for Eagles      Day! 

Adult Bald Eagle.  
Phil Coleman. 
Wikimedia Commons 
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WHEN:   Saturday, December 16th.  Plan now to participate in the 74th Audubon Christmas Bird Count  held in Law-
rence!  A day in the field doing the Lawrence CBC is a highly anticipated holiday season tradition for many local birders.  Last 
year’s effort netted 100 species for the third year in a row and the sixth time in the   last eight years.  Finding 100+ species on the 
Lawrence CBC (or ANY Kansas winter bird count for that matter) is indeed difficult, but with your help perhaps we can match that 
again this year!!  If you know a birder who has been on the count, talk to them to begin learning what the CBC is all about.   
 

WHERE: The 15-mile diameter Lawrence count circle covers most of Clinton Lake, all of the city of Lawrence including 
Baker Wetlands, the Fitch Natural History Reservation, the towns of Perry and Lecompton, and the Kansas River valley from just 
west of Lecompton to just east of Lawrence.  Participants are organized into a dozen or  more parties, each with a leader and pre-
assigned area.   On the day of the count, parties fan out to cover the circle.  
 

WHO: All birders from experts to total beginners are welcome.   To join in, you must contact compiler  Galen Pittman 
before the count so all participants can be assigned to a party and the count circle gets the best possible coverage.  Going out with a 
friend who does the count already is also a good bet for inexperienced birders.  Feeder watchers are also needed.  If you have a bird 
feeder within the count circle that you can watch for some part of the day on 12/16, then you can also participate and have your 
birds included in the grand total.  All that is needed is a tally of individual species totals and the number of “man-hours” that the 
feeders were watched. Feeder watchers should also contact the compiler before count day.                                                                                                                   
 

WHAT:  The Lawrence CBC is an official National Audubon Society (NAS) Christmas Bird Count.  There is NO participa-
tion fee as there was in the past.  NAS has permanently set the dates for the CBC as 14 December – 5 January.  Traditionally the 
Lawrence CBC is the first Saturday of the count period.  At the end of the day all are invited to enjoy a chili supper and tally of the 
day's results.  This year’s compilation dinner will be held at the Baker Wetlands Discovery Center, 1365 N. 1250 Rd. (http://
www.bakeru.edu/wetlands)   Those attending are asked to bring side dishes to go with the chili.            
 

 

HOW: Contact the compiler to join in or with questions.    
Text me at (785)760-3572 or via e-mail: galenpitt@gmail.com.   
 A complete list of ALL the Kansas CBCs, including several other local 
counts, can be found at:  http://www.ksbirds.org/kos/kos_projects.html.    
If  the CBC you are curious about is not posted yet, don’t despair; check 
back because it often takes a few weeks for compilers to set dates.       
                                   
                                          ~ Galen L. Pittman, Lawrence CBC compiler             
                                                                                                          

Birder’s Paradise  =  3 CBC’s to Choose From:  
  Baldwin City, Linn County and Perry Lake CBC’s 
 
Baldwin City - Sunday Dec. 17th:  
Everyone goes out on predetermined routes around dawn.   
Meet at Boyd's residence at 12:30pm for soup lunch.   
Bring something to share with the group. 
 Linn County - Thursday Dec. 21st:   
We will meet at La Cygne Power Stop gas station  
(E & S of US 69 & KS 152 interchange) at about 7:15am to or-
ganize and receive assignments.   Lunch on your own.   
 

Contact Roger Boyd to sign up for either or both CBCs. 
Email:  rboyd@bakeru.edu   
Home: 785-594-3172  Cell: 785-424-0595    
 
The Beautiful Perry Lake CBC is scheduled for Sunday, 12/17.   
We’re hoping for warmer temps than in 2016 when it was about 
12 below and did not get a whole lot warmer!  Nevertheless, it 
was a magical day of birding amidst glittering snow.  Please join 
us this year.  Contact Bunnie by email and she will assign you to 
an area of the lake and environs.   
 

Contact Bunnie Watkins:  ranger_rabbit@sbcglobal.net 

 2017 LAWRENCE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

From the KSBirds listserv: 

 

       A Welcome Invasion: Red Crossbills  
 Red Crossbills, a bird of northern and montane pine forests, 
are invading Kansas!  True to their name, this species has a 
uniquely configured bill perfect for extracting seeds from 
pinecones.  Crossbills are known to wander widely in search 
of food, and a few are seen here every winter, but this year 
reports are coming in from west to east —Garden City, Wilson 
Lake, Lake Parsons, Douglas and Johnson Counties.   
 Awesome birder Kylie Sharp reported the species at Clinton 
Lake in the pines at the State Park headquarters.  So grab your 
binoculars and go hunt for these interesting birds.  Keep your 
eyes on the pines!   Can we find them for the CBC? 
 There are 10 types of Red Crossbills, distinguished mainly by 
their calls.  So far types 2 and 5 have been reported in the state 
this year.  To hear the different calls go to this link: http://
ebird.org/content/ebird/news/recrtype/.  Taxonomists may elevate 
types to species status in future, but we ordinary birders can 
just enjoy these wandering pine specialists for their fascinating 
feeding behavior and relative rarity in our part of the world.   

Male Red 
Crossbills. 
 
By Elaine 
R. Wilson. 
 
Wikimedia 
Commons 
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From the Xerces Society       
 LEAVE  
        the  
           LEAVES 

 
 
One of the most valuable things you can do to support pollina-
tors and other invertebrates, after providing the right plants, 
and protecting your garden from pesticides, is to provide them 
with the winter cover they need in the form of fall leaves and 
standing dead plant material.   Gardeners struggle with this 
because we have been indoctrinated that it is too messy com-
pared to neighbors’ manicured lawns.   We have to get over this 
for the sake of a healthy ecosystem and the life in our garden. 
 

Here is why it is so important:  the vast majority of butterflies 
and moths overwinter in the landscape as an egg, caterpillar, 
chrysalis, or adult. In all but the warmest climates, these but-
terflies use leaf litter for winter cover. Great spangled fritillary 
and wooly bear caterpillars tuck themselves into a pile of leaves 
for protection from cold weather and predators. Red-banded 
hairstreaks lay their eggs on fallen oak leaves, which become 
the first food of the caterpillars when they emerge. Luna moths 
and swallowtail butterflies disguise their cocoons and chrysalis 
as dried leaves.  Bumble bees also rely on leaf litter for protec-
tion.  So do many other tiny animals such as spiders, mites, 
snails, worms, beetles, millipedes and more – that are food for 
chipmunks, turtles, birds, and amphibians and onward in the 
great complex web of life.   
To mimic the natural ecosystem, a layer of leaves needs to be  
at least a couple of inches thick.  While this would be too much 
of a good thing for turf grass, research has shown that lawns 
actually benefit from a thin layer of leaves.  The rest can be 
piled up around trees, shrubs, and perennials without damaging 
them.   Also don’t shred leaves in garden beds and lawn edges, 
rather leave them whole, because shredding is destructive of  
cocoons and caterpillars.  If you have space, create a leaf pile 
and let it break down naturally, or add leaves gradually to your 
compost pile. Such efforts will keep critters safe and the garden 
will benefit from the trees’ rich gift.  
 

You gave them flowers and a place to nest. You tended your 
garden and avoided pesticides. Don’t carry all of that hard work 
out to the curb!   Simply put, when we treat leaves like trash – 
we’re tossing out the beautiful moths and butterflies we’ve 
worked so very hard to attract.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

  From The Xerces Society for Invertebrate                     
Conservation October, 2017 Enewsletter 

 Read about the LANP to be blown away   
 by what has been accomplished by JAS’  
 Sandy Sanders and the many partners she 
 has enlisted to connect kids & nature!!  
   The Learning About  
         Nature Project,  
in partnership with Dr. Bob Hagen and his Field Ecology    
classes, recently completed the fifth annual environmental   
education field trips to Potter Lake.  Approximately 160 Liberty 
Memorial Central Middle School seventh graders participated, 
80 each day, during miraculously timed breaks in the rain on 
October 5 & 6.  Sandy Sanders directs the LANP on behalf of 
JAS.   
 

Bob prepared approximately 45 KU students for teaching the 
lessons he's developed on Potter Lake's food web, plants, and 
water quality, which incorporate concepts and processes      
students learn in Field Ecology.  Lesson content also reinforces 
or extends the environmental science curriculum in 7th grade 
science.   Sandy oversaw the field events and prepped KU    
students for teaching 7th grade students and engaging audiences 
of different ages.  Others who had essential roles in the events 
included Bob's graduate assistants Vanessa Delnavaz and   
Morgan Okeson; Kansas Biological Survey scientists Scott 
Campbell and Jerry deNoyelles; and science teachers and other 
staff from Central.    
 

Spring LANP field trips to the Baker Wetlands will take place 
in April and May, 2018.  These are provided to all Lawrence 
Public Schools sixth grade students through  a partnership with 
the Baker Wetlands Discovery Center staff, including Roger 
and Jon Boyd, and scientists currently on staff or retired from 
KU or Baker University.  The BWDC staff does all of the plan-
ning, and Sandy oversees the events.   
 

The number of participants in LANP field trips over the past 12 
years is well over 8000 and counting.  Thanks to all who’ve 
made this environmental education effort possible through 
many types of support or made it a success through many types 
of involvement.  Our greatest hope is that countless young   
people have a more personal, pleasurable and even passionate 
connection with the natural world as a result of the experiences, 
knowledge and understanding gained through approximately 
150 LANP field trips.   
                                          ~  Sandy Sanders, Education Chair 

Wooly Bear on fallen dried leaf.  Drawing by Adelaide Tyrol.   
https://www.adirondackalmanack.com/2014/10/woolly-bears-winter-
forecast-flops.html 

� � � � � 

A Luna Moth  
leaflike cocoon  
� 

Luna Moth on a human arm.   
By Jack Schmidling 
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SEED TYPE SIZE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL  

Black Oil Sunflower 10 lbs $ 7.50    

 25 lbs   $15.50    

 50 lbs $28.00    

NEW PREMIUM BLEND     10 lbs $  8.25    

   (45% black oil, 45% safflower   25 lbs $19.00    

      & 10% sunflower chips)   50 lbs   $33.00    

Economy Blend     10 lbs $  5.00    

     (20% black oil sunflower seed, 25 lbs $11.00    

  40% cracked corn & 40% millet) 50 lbs $18.00    

Sunflower Chips 10 lbs $14.00    

 25 lbs $30.00    

Niger Thistle 10 lbs $20.00    

 25 lbs $45.00    

Finch Mix    (50%  sunflower  chips    10 lbs $16.00    

                    & 50% Niger thistle) 25 lbs $36.00    

Safflower 10 lbs $ 9.00    

 25 lbs $21.00    

White Millet 10 lbs $  5.00   Name: 
 25 lbs $10.00    

 50 lbs $16.00   Address: 
Red Millet 10 lbs $  6.00    

 25 lbs $13.00    

 50 lbs $22.00    

Shelled Peanuts 10 lbs $16.00    

 25 lbs $37.00   Phone: 
Ear Corn Dozen $  6.00    

Cracked Corn 25 lbs $  9.00   Email: 
 50 lbs $15.25    

Suet Cake 11 oz $  1.50    

                          Please consider a donation to Jayhawk Audubon Society ____________ 
         TOTAL AMOUNT DUE (price includes sales tax) ___________ 
 

 Please return form by December 5, 2017 to Linda Lips, P. O. Box 1285, Lawrence, KS 66044-8285                                                                       
 Delivery is available to senior citizens and persons with disabilities. Please call in advance. (785)766-3567 

         Jayhawk Audubon Society       Pre-order Form 
Early Winter Bird Seed, Book & Feeder Sale 

The JAS Early Winter Bird Seed Sale is Saturday December 9, 2017 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
at the Trinity Lutheran Fellowship Hall, 1245 New Hampshire St., Lawrence, Kansas 
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Jayhawk Audubon Society Early Winter Bird Seed, Book & Feeder Sale 
December 9, 2017 – 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Fellowship Hall, 1245 New Hampshire St., Lawrence, KS 
 
This is the second bird seed sale of the bird-feeding season.  Stock up on Audubon bird seed and plan to 
browse through our wonderful selection of books, bird feeders, and birding field guides for holiday gifts.. 
 

Pre-Orders must be received by December 5, 2017 
Make check payable to: Jayhawk Audubon Society.  Return Pre-Order Form by December 5, 2017 

to Linda Lips, P. O. Box 1285, Lawrence, KS  66044-8285. 
Or call Cynthia Shaw at (785) 842-0475, or Linda Lips at (785) 766-3567  

 
Pick up your seed on Saturday, December 9, between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
at the Trinity Lutheran Fellowship Hall located at 1245 New Hampshire Street. 

 
Proceeds of our bird seed, feeders and book sales, as well as with our other fund-raising activities, 

go toward supporting the educational and conservation projects of the JAS. 
 
 

Bird Seed Sale Product Descriptions: 
 
Black Oil Sunflower Seeds are the most popular  seed of wild birds.  Over  40 different bird species are known to eat black 
oil sunflower seeds.  The oil content (over 40%) makes these seeds especially good food for birds.  They should be the primary  
component of any bird feeding project, comprising at least 75% of the seeds you offer the birds. 
 
New Premium Blend is our  mixture of 45%  black oil sunflower , 45%  safflower , and 10%  sunflower  chips, all very popular  
with a large number of bird species.  Economy Blend is less expensive but still attractive to many species.  It is our mixture of 
20% black oil sunflower seed, 40% cracked corn, and 40% white millet.   
 
Niger Thistle and Sunflower Seed Chips are both attractive to finches and pine siskins.  Both are excellent for  finch  
feeders.   
 
Finch Mix is an option for  finch feeders.  It consists of 50%  Niger  thistle and 50%  sunflower  seed chips. 
 
Safflower has become an increasingly popular  bird food because it is excellent for  cardinals,  
rose-breasted grosbeaks, chickadees, nuthatches, mourning doves, house finches and white-throated  
sparrows.  House sparrows and starlings don’t seem to like it, though!  Even squirrels don’t eat  
safflower seeds...unless they’re really hungry, then all bets are off! 
 
White and Red Millet are highly desired by wild birds like bobwhites, cardinals,  
doves, purple finches, juncos, and native sparrows (i.e. chipping, fox, song, tree,  
white-throated), towhees, turkeys, grackles, blue jays and pheasants.   
White millet can be scattered on the ground or offered in cylindrical or tray  
feeders near the ground.   
 
Suet is chopped or  ground animal fat (generally beef) that may be mixed with 
birdseed and/or peanut butter.  Woodpeckers, chickadees, brown creepers, and  
nuthatches (among other birds) particularly enjoy suet.  Because suet melts and quickly 
turns rancid in temperatures above 70oF, it is generally offered during the winter months. 
 
Peanuts are popular  with many of the same birds that eat black oil sunflower   
seeds.  Special bird feeders may be required. 
 
Cracked Corn is eaten by many of the birds listed above, including some  
“undesirables” such as house sparrows, brown-headed cowbirds, and starlings.   
It can be mixed with white millet and scattered on the ground during fall and  
spring for feeding migrant sparrows, juncos and other ground-feeding birds. 

Hairy Woodpecker and White-breasted Nuthatch on 
suet feeder.    Colorado Division of Wildlife.   
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By Jennifer Ackerman 
 

Reviewed by Barbara Watkins 
 In the past I thought the term “bird brain” was      
a nasty insult, but after reading The Genius of Birds  
(Penguin Books, 2016), I  now consider it to be a        
compliment.  In each chapter, Ackerman tells the story of 
birds, nearby and far away, “with extraordinary abilities 
or skills—technical, social, musical, artistic, special,   
inventive, adaptive.   A few are exotic species; others, 
more common.”  Some birds can “do simple math, make 
their own tools, move to the beat of music, comprehend 
basic principles of physics, remember the past and plan 
for the future.” There are now about 10,400 different bird 
species.  How they survive and reproduce in different   
environments is a primary focus of the scientists’         
research that she discusses.  

 Jennifer Ackerman has written several books and 
numerous articles about science, nature, and human biolo-
gy for almost three decades. Her articles have appeared in 
Scientific American, the National Geographic, the New 
York Times and other publications.  The Genius of Birds 
has been a bestseller and received prestigious awards.                                       

 In the first chapter, Ackerman asserts that         
“defining intelligence in birds is problematic; measuring 
it is perhaps even harder.”  Research suggests ravens, 
crows, and parrots are the smartest birds. She went to 
New Caledonia,  a remote island halfway between      
Australia and Fiji, to see what may be the smartest bird  
of all: the New Caledonian crow. These crows refine    
and reuse their tools and sometimes travel with them. 

   The famous crow named 007 solved an eight –
stage puzzle in only two- and-a-half minutes.  Watch it 
here: http://www.wideopenspaces.com/bird-named-007-
shows-crow-intelligence-pretty-amazing-video/.   This 
puzzle  requires “understanding that a tool can be used 

 not just to get at food directly but to get at another tool 
that will help access the food.”  While writing this review, 
in a somewhat similar but less arduous challenge,  
I experimented and finally found an appropriate soft stick 
to gently remove a migrating monarch butterfly trapped in 
the bottom of my empty rain gauge.  

 

Nest building is a focal issue in the chapter     
“The Bird Artist.” It requires “learning and memory,   
experience, decision making, coordination and collabora-
tion.”  Some birds, such as bowerbirds, even add adorn-
ments to their bowers, sometimes stolen from neighbors.  
Birds may make mental maps of their territory.  Western 
scrub jays know not only “where they stashed their caches 
(and who was watching) but also what they stashed there 
and when.”  Bird navigation, especially in the migrating 
seasons, also requires a “remarkable ability to build a map 
in the mind—one far “bigger than we ever imagined.” 

 

The final chapter discusses the adaptability of  
certain birds.  Some species are not able to adapt to envi-
ronmental changes.  A recent  Audubon report asserts that 
half of the North American species may be extinct in the  
next century because they can’t “adapt to the rapid pace 
of human-induced change on our planet.”  Ackerman fo-
cuses on house sparrows’ ability to adapt.  There were no 
house sparrows in North America until the 1850s; now 
there are millions.  They may nest in unusual places (like 
rafters, gutter, and attic vents--even in the tailpipe of an 
abandoned Toyota); they are gregarious, somewhat inno-
vative and daring, and brood several times in a breeding 
season. 

 Finally, Ackerman comments on birds’  
“extraordinary genius packed tightly into that tiny puff   
of feathers.” They “remind us how little we still know.” 
This informative and provocative book helps understand 
their varieties of genius and challenges us to do much 
more research. Clearly, we have a lot to learn from and 
about our bird friends.  

The Genius of Birds 

       A November Sampling 
Thurs, 11/9:  Awake,A Dream from Standing Rock.  7 pm.  Liberty Hall.  A film about the Water Protectors protests over pipe 
                      lines and indigenous rights.  Admission is free but seating is limited. All screenings will be followed by “Through  
                      Indigenous Eyes: Indigenising Media,”  discussion with Director Myron Dewey (Digital Smoke Signals).  
Fri, 11/10:   Awake will be shown at 7 pm at Haskell Indian Nations University Auditorium, 155 Indian Avenue, Lawrence   
 Sat. 11/11:   Soaring Back: Message to the Future. 4 p.m.  Baker Wetlands Discovery Center.  A film about Bald Eagles recovery 
       from endangered status, will include a live appearance by Kansa, Prairie Park Nature Center’s Bald Eagle.   
 Sun, 11/12: 1-4pm. Hidden Valley Camp Workday and Native Woods Restoration. 3420 W. Bob Billings Pkwy.  Rain date 11/19.  
       Tasks for all ages; individuals, families, groups welcome.  New to Hidden Valley Workdays?   Please contact the camp 
                     manager for more details: durandi@sunflower.com.   RSVP appreciated but not required.  
 Mon, 11/13:  Passive but not Aggressive: How Climate Change can Lead to Extinction. 7:00-8:30 p.m., ECM Center, 1204 Oread.  
         Presentation by Dr. Ray Pierotti, Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, KU.  Sponsored by Sierra Club- 
                      Wakarusa Group and Lawrence Ecology Teams United in Sustainability.  
 Sat. 11/18:    JAS field trip to Loess Bluffs NWR.  See page 1 for information.   
 Mon. 11/27:  JAS program:  Jim Bresnahan on the Ozarks.  See page 1 for more information.   
 Sat. 12/2:     Bird Lyon, Coffey and Osage counties with Burroughs Audubon.  For more information, contact Matt Gearhart at  
                     gearheart.matt@gmail.com or (913) 568-4678.      http://burroughs.org/its-free/field-trips-programs/  



A BEAK, also known as a BILL 

Box Turtle 

 WHY ARE THERE SO MANY DIFFERENT KINDS OF BEAKS?                          Ornithologists (scientists that study birds) think that the foods they eat   
            Are the main reason different species (kinds) of birds have special beaks.   
        Sparrows eat insects & small seeds: They have short, sharp bills to pick up seeds and open them. 
        Shorebirds eat small animals that live in wet mud or sand.  They have long bills to probe the mud. 
        Herons eat fish & frogs: They have big sharp bills for stabbing and grabbing.  
                  Hummingbirds drink flower nectar: They have long thin bills to reach deep into flowers.                Woodpeckers eat insects under tree bark:  Their strong pointed bills can drill into the tree.   
        Falcons & hawks eat animals: They have strong, hooked bills for holding and tearing prey apart. 
        Finches eat insects & big seeds like sunflower: Their strong,  heavy bills can crack seeds.  
         Ducks eat insects, plants, fish & frogs. Their bills can sieve out small insects �  
                                            BIRDS ALSO USE THEIR BEAKS FOR MAKING NESTS,                                                 AND PREENING  (GROOMING) FEATHERS.                                                                             BRIGHTLY COLORED BILLS MAY HELP BIRDS RECOGNIZE ONE ANOTHER.    
 

Squid 

Q:  WHAT BODY PART DO BIRDS, OCTOPUSES, TURTLES  
        AND SQUID ALL HAVE?  Feathers?  Wings? Feet? 

                     YES, YOU GUESSED IT:  A BEAK.   
        BUT the WILD  thing about bird beaks is that 

         THERE ARE ALL KINDS OF BEAKS ON                  ALL KINDS OF BIRDS!!.         

 BEAKS CAN BE CURVY or STRAIGHT,  

A. 

White-faced Ibis -  a shorebird that feeds in shallow water. 

� 
LONG or SHORT 

� 

 WIDE or NARROW 

Roseate Spoonbill.  Uses  its beak to find food by stirring up fish and crabs  in shallow water. 

�   PLAIN or FANTASTIC !! 

Chipping Sparrow. They eat native grass seeds & insects. 

A  Keel-billed Toucan eats fruit & insects.  
 Scientists now know  that the toucan’s bill radiates heat to help keep the birds cool in their  tropical home. 

� 
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        BEAKISH THINGS TO DO: 
 1. Observe birds in your yard or a nearby park or wetland.         Record what kind of beaks you see and how the birds are       using them.  Are they eating, or nest building, or ??? 

 
 2. At the library check out “Beaks,“ by Sneed B. Collard lll.        Great illustrations by Robin Brickman. (2002, Charlesbridge.) 
 
 3. Try picking up different things like a bird.  Use tweezers or      clothespins to grasp small objects and move them.                   
 This site,  http://www.wnps.org/education/resources/documents/K-
5_Q&E/Kindergarten/K-7.pdf has more ideas for this activity.  
 
 
 4. “Darwin’s finches” are found on the Galapagos Islands.              There are 14 or so closely related species.  The differences       between them, especially in their beaks, helped Darwin        understand how natural selection works.  How many words        can you make from the words  “Darwin’s finches”.    
                                                                             Answers on page 10. 

    WHAT’S  HAPPENING  HERE??    Write your own story about the bear         cub and the pelican’s beak.     Kids’ Page doesn’t know who snapped    this picture or the story behind it.       ...So it’s up to you to imagine!  

1. Sunflowers 

2. Native grasses with seeds 

MATCH THE BIRDS AND THEIR BEAKS TO THEIR FOOD Some of the birds eat more than one kind of food.   See p. 8. 
                Answers on page 10. 

falcon 

3. Tree  beetles 
4. Crustacean (crab & shrimp family), snails, water plants. 

hummingbird 

heron finch 

woodpecker 

5. 

6. 7.Vine & flowers. 
8. 
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9.Caterpillars & other insects 
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                 Answers to the Beak & Food Matching Game 
 

 

    Some Words You Can Make        from “Darwin’s finches”.                     Can you find more? 

in is if we win rid ear far fin fan ran dew sea  
 

hid wan saw was sew hew sad near rain fish hand herd wear 

hear inch fade deaf hide fire chin wade said hire raid draw fair 

 

sire fine hair read chide heard wharf share shire whine finer fared fired 

fried weird frass dinner winner whiner 

 

Illustration of the different beaks of some of the species of 
Darwin’s finches from 
http://www.biology-online.org/2/11_natural_selection.htm  

4, 5, & 6. Ducks also eat insects & seeds. 

falcon 

8. Falcons and hawks also eat other rodents, small birds, reptiles & insects.   

hummingbird 

7 & 9.  Hummingbirds drink flower nectar & eat small insects & spiders living in the flowers. 

1, 2, & 9.  Sparrows eat many kinds of seeds.  Also small insects, especially to feed to their babies. 

heron 

5 & 6.  Herons also eat insects, crustaceans, reptiles, small mammals...all kinds of things!   

finch 

1, 2, & 9.  Also buds & fruit.   

woodpecker 

1, 3, & 9.  Woodpeckers also eat nuts, seeds, tree sap, berries & fruit.  Some really like to eat ants! 
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Become a Member:  Just $20 to join both National Audubon and Jayhawk Chapter.  
 
___ National Audubon Society membership is $20.00.  Members receive four issues per year of the Audubon         
magazine and will be enlisted as members of the Jayhawk Chapter. All members also receive 9 issues of the JAS      
newsletter per year and are entitled to discounts on the books and feeders we sell to raise funds to support education and    
conservation projects.   (Make your check payable to National Audubon Society and mail to our JAS membership chair 
at the address below.   You may also join National Audubon online at  https://secure.audubon.org/site/Donation2?
df_id=9431&9431.donation=form1&s_src=2015_AUDHP_topbanner-button-menu.) 
 
___   Chapter-only membership to Jayhawk Audubon Society is $10.00.  (Make check payable to Jayhawk Audubon 
Society.)  You will not receive the Audubon magazine.  Those with National Audubon memberships are encouraged to 
support the chapter by voluntarily paying these dues. Chapter membership expires annually in July.  JAS is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible.   
 
___ To join or donate to Audubon of Kansas make check payable to AOK or use this online link - http:// 
www.audubonofkansas.org/joindonate/.  
 
Please send this completed form and your check to JAS Membership Chairs at the following address:  
 
Ruth & Chuck Herman; 20761 Loring Road, Linwood, KS 66052;   e-mail contact: hermansnuthouse@earthlink.net.   
 
Name _________________________________; Address________________________________________________; 
City ___________________________; State ______; ZIP Code (9) digit __________________; 
Telephone (with Area Code) ___________________ 
Email address _____________________________________________________________ 
   Jayhawk Audubon does not share membership information with non-Audubon entities.  
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   No newsletter in December  
    so save the Seed Sale and  
         CBC information.   

Leave  
    The  
 Leaves 

See page 4.    Don’t throw us out!! 
We’re next summer’s beautiful 
moths & butterflies and bird food... . 


